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THE GREAT PLAGUE (3 x 60’) 

Also known as Epidemic: The Great Plague

Between 1665 and 1666 The Great Plague claimed the lives of 1 in 4 London
residents, leading to a death toll of 200 000.

This timeline driven, presenter-led three part series, explores the story of the
plague, using new evidence which fundamentally transforms our understanding
of how the disease spread.

Through heart breaking human stories, brand new science and experimental
history, this series sheds new light on the infamous epidemic.

Medic Dr. Xand van Tulleken, archaeologist Raksha Dave and journalist John
Sergeant unpack the story of the plague, day by day, week by week and month
by month. Xand is the guide to the outbreak in London, while Raksha
undertakes the experiments and John explores the remedies.

The Great Plague aired on Channel 5 in the UK across 3 consecutive nights, 
from the 17th November 2020. 
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THE GREAT PLAGUE WAS A RATINGS SMASH!

- Channel 5’s top rated show 3 days in a row

- All episodes rated  above slot average, peaking at 1.8m viewers

- Episode 1 was the 2nd most watched documentary of the year

- The Great Plague had a great reception from outlets, securing 47 picks 
and previews, 1 positioning piece in The Sunday Telegraph, a feature 
in What’s on TV and good online coverage in outlets including the Mail 
Online, Broadcast and The Telegraph. 
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The Great Plague has had 47 picks and previews in broadsheets and many 
major volume outlets so far, these include:

• The Sunday Telegraph
• The Times (Saturday Review)
• The Times (T2)
• The Sunday Times Culture
• The Daily Telegraph
• Radio Times
• Daily Mail Weekend
• Daily Mirror
• The Sun
• The Mail on Sunday
• TV Times
• Total TV Guide

PICKS/PREVIEWS
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Daily Express 17.11.20

Daily Express 19.11.20
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Daily Mail 17.11.20

Daily Mail 18.11.20



PRESS COVERAGE - EXAMPLES

8

Daily Mail Weekend 14.11.20

Daily Mirror 17.11.20



PRESS COVERAGE - EXAMPLES

9

Radio Times 17.11.20

Daily Telegraph 14.11.20

The Sun 17.11.20
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Sunday Times 15.11.20

Sunday Telegraph 15.11.20

The Sun TV Mag 14.11.20

Mail on Sunday 15.11.20
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Total TV Guide 10.11.20

TV & Satellite week10.11.20

TV Choice 10.11.20
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Online Reviews:

Mail Online – ‘’CHRISTOPHER STEVENS reviews last night's TV: Lice one, 
doc! Proof that Ratty didn't cause The Great Plague’’

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-8960225/Last-nights-TV-
Lice-one-doc-Proof-Ratty-didnt-cause-Great-Plague.html

The Guardian – ‘’Great plague of 1660s bears sad similarities to Covid
pandemic’’

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2020/nov/09/great-plague-of-1660s-
bears-sad-similarities-to-covid-pandemic

I News – ‘’The Great Plague: Outbreak, Channel 5, review: unpleasantly 
topical, but thoughtful and fascinating’’

https://inews.co.uk/culture/television/the-great-plague-outbreak-
channel-5-review-unpleasantly-topical-coronavirus-763402

Broadcast – ‘’C5 plague doc takes hold’’

https://www.broadcastnow.co.uk/ratings/c5-plague-doc-takes-
hold/5155038.article

Broadcast – “Hardly escapist viewing, but a thoughtful and fascinating 
watch nonetheless.”

https://www.broadcastnow.co.uk/tv-critics/the-great-plague-
outbreak/5155036.article

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-8960225/Last-nights-TV-Lice-one-doc-Proof-Ratty-didnt-cause-Great-Plague.html
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2020/nov/09/great-plague-of-1660s-bears-sad-similarities-to-covid-pandemic
https://inews.co.uk/culture/television/the-great-plague-outbreak-channel-5-review-unpleasantly-topical-coronavirus-763402
https://www.broadcastnow.co.uk/ratings/c5-plague-doc-takes-hold/5155038.article
https://www.broadcastnow.co.uk/tv-critics/the-great-plague-outbreak/5155036.article
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Online Reviews:

The Telegraph – ‘’Coronavirus measures echo Great Plague response’’

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/11/08/coronavirusmeasures-
echo-great-plague-response/

Belfast News Letter - ‘‘Lockdown’ was used during the Great Plague’’

https://www.newsletter.co.uk/arts-and-culture/film-and-tv/lockdown-
was-used-during-great-plague-3037488

SAGA Magazine -
https://www.saga.co.uk/magazine/entertainment/tv/2020-reviews/1112-
im-a-celebrity-get-me-out-of-here

The Times -
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/whats-on-tv-and-radio-this-weekend-
saturday-november-14-and-sunday-november-15-5596wnsqz

News & Star -
https://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/18872622.must-watch-tv-shows-
week-ahead/

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/11/08/coronavirusmeasures-echo-great-plague-response/
https://www.newsletter.co.uk/arts-and-culture/film-and-tv/lockdown-was-used-during-great-plague-3037488
https://www.saga.co.uk/magazine/entertainment/tv/2020-reviews/1112-im-a-celebrity-get-me-out-of-here
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/whats-on-tv-and-radio-this-weekend-saturday-november-14-and-sunday-november-15-5596wnsqz
https://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/18872622.must-watch-tv-shows-week-ahead/
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The Great Plague received lots of positive coverage across social…
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